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Agenda

FIRST: The process

PART 1 : understand & discuss

• 1st idea ⟶ Topic  ⟶ Proposal ⟶ Thesis
example of the process

PART 2 : do it yourself

• A) Go Topic  ⟶ formulate Proposal yourself

• B) Explain Topic  ⟶ Proposal to peers

Q & A (+ personal consultations)
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Start Requirements

• If you have obtained at least 90 credits in the first 
three semesters, you have permission to start 
with thesis research

• If you have between 80 and 89 credits, you may 
obtain permission to start, from the Exam 
Committee:

write a special request for starting your thesis –
addressed to Juliane Cron as secretary of the Exam 
Committee; final decision on your request will be made 
by the Committee. 
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Enrolment and scholarship 

• For the 4th semester you need to enrol and pay the 
registration fees at the partner university that employs the first 
supervisor, and also at TUM (as administrating university).

• for EM Scholarship students these fees will be paid by us

• beware that for UT-ITC registration fees are high (ca. €6.200) 

• during the thesis writing you need to comply with the rules and 
regulations of the university concerned

4
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The process

• Students will have to select their topic on 1 January - well 
before the start of the 4th semester

• Choose 2-3 topics, own or existing...

Existing topics:

• use the list at kartoweb.itc.nl/msc-carto-thesis/topics/

• feel free to contact the proposing people, discuss your 
ideas with them...

Your own topic:

• contact people early that can help you with developing it

• make sure a partner Uni is involved (through coordinators)

5
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The process

• Students will have to select their topic on 1 January - well 
before the start of the 4th semester

• Choose 2-3 topics, own or existing...
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The process

• Students will have to select their topic on 1 January - well 
before the start of the 4th semester

• Choose 2-3 topics, own or existing...

• The selected topics will be approved by the Steering 
Committee, and a TAB (supervisor(s) and a chair) will be 
assigned, around half January

• Later that also a reviewer (from another Uni) will be 
appointed
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The process

• Students will have to select their topic on 1 January - well 
before the start of the 4th semester

• Choose 2-3 topics, own or existing...

• The selected topics will be approved by the Steering 
Committee, and a TAB (supervisor(s) and a chair) will be 
assigned, around half January

• Elaborate on your topic in an ERP: 
Extended Research Proposal – deadline 19 April 2025

• Present and defend your ERP
(5-8 May)
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Extended Research Proposal (ERP) 

• You will start with the topic ideas and mould them them into 
your own Extended Research Proposal (ERP) 

• Your supervisor(s) will help you write your ERP

• Your primary supervisor is assigned to you based on your topic 
choice

• In most (not all) cases they are the person that proposed the topic

• Depending on the topic, there may be further supervisors, also 
from other research institutes or companies

• Your supervisor’s university is where you write your thesis

• be available in person 

• follow their programme (intro, workshops, etc.). There might also
be joined activities of all partners.
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Primary Supervisor's role

• Your supervisor is your research coach
⟶ you are in charge & responsible for the research!

• Consider what the supervisor proposes - Be teachable

• Plan your time (e.g., use Gantt charts, etc), and check 
whether you are on schedule. If not, adjust plans and 
inform your supervisor when necessary

• Ask for feedback on important decisions

• Discuss (intermediate) results

• Note that your supervisor will not be available 24/7. 
They have more things on their agenda (unlike you...!)
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Timing in a Nutshell

11

12 Dec topic choice & definition workshop 

1 January Topic selection by students

during Jan Approval of thesis topic & supervisor

... ...work on proposal...

1 April Official start of semester 4

25 Apr Extended Research Proposal (ERP)

5-8 May ERP defense

... ....working....

23-27 June Midterm presentation

... ....working....

5 Sep Deadline for submitting 

22-26 Sep Thesis defense
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PART 1

1st idea ⟶ Topic  ⟶ Proposal ⟶ Thesis

Let’s see how this process worked for a 
2020 thesis...
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EXAMPLE: 1ST IDEA

13

Experimental Atlas of the Netherlands
https://kartoweb.itc.nl/NatAtlas/

IEEE Transactions on Visualization and Computer Graphics, 13(6):1240–1247
DOI: 10.1109/TVCG.2007.70539

https://kartoweb.itc.nl/NatAtlas/
https://dx.doi.org/10.1109/TVCG.2007.70539
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EXAMPLE: 
TOPIC

https://gip.itc.utwente.nl/default/
node/668

https://gip.itc.utwente.nl/default/node/668
https://gip.itc.utwente.nl/default/node/668
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EXAMPLE: EXTENDED RESEARCH 
PROPOSAL (ERP)

https://kartoweb.itc.nl/msc-carto-thesis/files/topic_workshop/ERP_AnimatedTransitions.pdf

https://kartoweb.itc.nl/msc-carto-thesis/files/topic_workshop/ERP_AnimatedTransitions.pdf
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EXAMPLE: ERP
https://kartoweb.itc.nl/msc-carto-thesis/files/topic_workshop/ERP_AnimatedTransitions.pdf

https://kartoweb.itc.nl/msc-carto-thesis/files/topic_workshop/ERP_AnimatedTransitions.pdf
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EXAMPLE: ERP
https://kartoweb.itc.nl/msc-carto-thesis/files/topic_workshop/ERP_AnimatedTransitions.pdf

https://kartoweb.itc.nl/msc-carto-thesis/files/topic_workshop/ERP_AnimatedTransitions.pdf
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EXAMPLE: ERP
https://kartoweb.itc.nl/msc-carto-thesis/files/topic_workshop/ERP_AnimatedTransitions.pdf

WHAT 
CHANGED...?

https://kartoweb.itc.nl/msc-carto-thesis/files/topic_workshop/ERP_AnimatedTransitions.pdf
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EXAMPLE: ERP
https://kartoweb.itc.nl/msc-carto-thesis/files/topic_workshop/ERP_AnimatedTransitions.pdf

https://kartoweb.itc.nl/msc-carto-thesis/files/topic_workshop/ERP_AnimatedTransitions.pdf
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EXAMPLE: THESIS

https://kartoweb.itc.nl/msc-carto-thesis/files/topic_workshop/Thesis_AnimatedTransitions.pdf

https://kartoweb.itc.nl/msc-carto-thesis/files/topic_workshop/Thesis_AnimatedTransitions.pdf
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EXAMPLE: THESIS

dimensions of

https://kartoweb.itc.nl/msc-carto-thesis/files/topic_workshop/Thesis_AnimatedTransitions.pdf

https://kartoweb.itc.nl/msc-carto-thesis/files/topic_workshop/Thesis_AnimatedTransitions.pdf
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EXAMPLE: THESIS

dimensions of

In the end: selected only

https://kartoweb.itc.nl/msc-carto-thesis/files/topic_workshop/Thesis_AnimatedTransitions.pdf

https://kartoweb.itc.nl/msc-carto-thesis/files/topic_workshop/Thesis_AnimatedTransitions.pdf
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EXAMPLE: OWN TOPIC

https://kartoweb.itc.nl/msc-carto-
thesis/files/topic_workshop/own_topic_example.pdf

The process is similar, but more is in your own hands

https://kartoweb.itc.nl/msc-carto-thesis/files/topic_workshop/Thesis_AnimatedTransitions.pdf
https://kartoweb.itc.nl/msc-carto-thesis/files/topic_workshop/Thesis_AnimatedTransitions.pdf
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EXAMPLE: OWN TOPIC

https://kartoweb.itc.nl/msc-carto-
thesis/files/topic_workshop/own_topic_example.pdf

The process is similar, but more is in your own hands

https://kartoweb.itc.nl/msc-carto-thesis/files/topic_workshop/Thesis_AnimatedTransitions.pdf
https://kartoweb.itc.nl/msc-carto-thesis/files/topic_workshop/Thesis_AnimatedTransitions.pdf
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EXAMPLE: OWN TOPIC

https://kartoweb.itc.nl/msc-carto-
thesis/files/topic_workshop/own_topic_example.pdf

The process is similar, but more is in your own hands

Talk to coordinator 

and/or p
otential 

supervisors at an 

early
 stage....!

https://kartoweb.itc.nl/msc-carto-thesis/files/topic_workshop/Thesis_AnimatedTransitions.pdf
https://kartoweb.itc.nl/msc-carto-thesis/files/topic_workshop/Thesis_AnimatedTransitions.pdf
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PART 2: DO IT YOURSELF

A) Go Topic  ⟶ Proposal yourself

• select one from current list of proposed topics at 
https://kartoweb.itc.nl/msc-carto-thesis/topics/

- OR –

• use your own topic idea if you have it

• Ask yourself the following questions:

• What is or could be the research objective(s) (ROs) ?

• What research questions (RQs) can be asked to reach the ROs?

• What methodology could be used to answer these RQs?

• Prepare a brief (1 page/few slides) presentation of your answers

https://kartoweb.itc.nl/msc-carto-thesis/topics/
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PART 2: DO IT YOURSELF

B) Explain Topic  ⟶ Proposal to peers 
• Explain your proposal to your peer(s) 

• convince them it would work!

• Ask questions, discuss problems, point out weaknesses...

• For ‘own topics’, also discuss if the topic is ‘cartographic enough’:

• Is it more than just “science with maps”...?



www.cartographymaster.euwww.cartographymaster.euBJ Köbben – 12 Dec 2024

Q&A
For further information & questions regarding your 
thesis semester:

kartoweb.itc.nl/msc-carto-thesis

Barend Köbben
Local coordinator at UT–ITC 
Coordinator of the Master’s 
thesis semester
b.j.kobben@utwente.nl
+31-(0)53 4874 253
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https://xkcd.com/2268/

https://kartoweb.itc.nl/msc-carto-thesis
mailto:b.j.kobben@utwente.nl
https://xkcd.com/2268/

